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The plight ofSt Joseph residents especially, and other Barbadians, who have been

forcedto try to livewithout running water, is a modern day tragedy!

This is not what St. Joseph people are accustomed to and it really throws us backto

the earlydays ofthe lastcentury. The pupils ofthe St Joseph Primary School are now

the latest casualties of this state of affairs a mere 3 days into the school term.

It is tragic that at a time when we are busy boasting about our progress with the

Millennium Development Goals, that the very thing which underpins our health and

stability, runningwater, is now no longerguaranteed.

Iagree with all who say that theavailability ofrunning water isnot a political issue,

but to use that as an excuse for not solving the problem, ignores the fact that my

constituents cannot getwaterfrom any othersource than the BWA. They cannot sink

their own wells, or lay their own mains. The BWA is a monopoly and has a duty to

appropriately relate to theircustomers, andto respond swiftly to theirplight

Iamhappythat the call-in programs arebeinginundated withcalls onthisissue, since

my own statements on the unavailability ofrunning water are quickly relegated to

beingjust "the BLP criticizing the DIPadministration".

Barbadians who have not been affected by the situation are now coming to

understand how much we are suffering. So much so that we are receiving offers of

donations of water from sympathetic citizens; and these offers are welcome, since

some water is better than no water at all.

However, it is obvious that a caseofbottled water doesnot helpwith flushing toilets,

doing laundry, having showers, andcooking a week-day meal.

Promises were made by the Minister and these havenot been fulfilled.



And to compound this disastrousfailing by the WaterAuthority, constituentsare still

receivingbills likeclock-work, when no water is comingthrough the taps.

Since December of last year, 1 publicly called for a rebate to be given to affected

residents, and this has not been taken on board.

The BWA needs to take all steps to augment the water supply in the affected areas.

The community water tanks are not replenished as often as they should, and I am

asking the BWA to commence the filling of these water tanks around the clock - 24

hours a day. You cannot tell me that it is appropriate to builda headquarters building

for over 60 million dollars but that you want to balk at the hours of overtime and the

wear and tear on the vehicles?

We also need to have many more community tanks provided, since this seems now to

be the only option available to us.

Individuals whose bills record no water usage, should have the meter rental fee

waived, and other individuals who receive below a certain minimum level of water in

their taps, should receive a substantial rebate in their bills.

This problem affects all of Barbados. It affects the hygiene and productivity ofa large

segment of the Barbadian population. It affects their opportunities to earn through

livestock rearing and vegetable farming.

It affects their quality of life.

And with Christmas around the corner, memories of last year's deprivation is already

causing a feeling of despair.

It is not a political issue, it is a humanitarian issue which requires the intervention of

the political directorate.

In other words, to the BWA and to the Minister responsible, DO YOUR JOB!!


