JOURNEY OF

THE

REPUBLIC OF BARBADOS

The Journey of the Republic of Barbados is well under way, and here are just a
few of the many important milestones that both led up to the achieving of the
Republic, and also, that have been achieved by the Republic over the past four

years.

Here then is my own personal “Top 141 and counting” list of unique and
outstanding "republican" achievements:

v

The House of Assembly’s enactment of a “Black Lives Matter” Resolution
on 23rd June 2020

Averting a severe threat to the health of our people and the reputation of
our country by solving the monumental problem of raw sewage flowing in
our south coast streets and beaches

The urgent overhauling of the Bridgetown sewage treatment plant and
network in order to avoid an imminent failure of the system that would
have resulted in the spouting of sewage in the streets of Bridgetown

Establishment of a National Minimum Wage to defend and protect the
most vulnerable workers of Barbados - typically lower scale workers who,
for one reason or another, are not represented by a Trade Union

Establishment of minimum rates of pay and conditions of work for
construction workers employed on taxpayer funded projects

Taking down the Statue of Lord Nelson and constructing a new National
Monument that celebrates the reunited and restored Barbadian family
and the National Heroes of Barbados

Reinstatement of Free University Education for the people of Barbados
Implementing “Operation Giveback” - a national programme that

requires our Tertiary level students to engage in Community Service
projects




Construction of a new state of the art Emergency Medical Facility at
Harrison's Point

Delivering of Wage / Salary increases to the invaluable Public Officers /
Civil Servants of Barbados

Construction of Golden Square Freedom Park - a magnificent two acre
facility that honours Barbados' revolutionary heritage

Construction of a new Accident and Emergency Department at the QEH
- the country's national hospital

Creation of the Order of the Freedom of Barbados as the Republic's
highest national honour

Increase in the quantum of the old age pension payable to the citizens of
the Republic

The increase of Maternity Leave by two weeks, and establishment of an
even longer period of leave for cases of multiple births

Acquisition of dozens of new garbage trucks in order to enhance the
capacity of the Sanitation Service Authority (SSA)

Taking the sanitation services and standards of the Republic to an entirely
new level by providing all households with new, light, high quality outdoor
garbage containers

Establishment of the National Transformation Initiative (NTI) - an
extensive and widely accessible programme of training and empowerment

for the entire citizenry of the Republic of Barbados

Ongoing construction of an indigenous Blue-Green Bank to finance
projects to protect our Barbadian environment

Reduction of Unemployment to an historic low of 6.1%

Creation of a National Jobs Registry to assist Barbadians with finding
employment opportunities

Increasing the country’s Foreign Exchange Reserves from a mere 6
weeks of import coverage in 2018 to 31.6 weeks coverage in 2025

Reducing the country’s National Debt from 178.9 % of GDP in 2018 to
99% of GDP in 2025




Earning multiple upgrades of the country’s Credit Rating from the
international rating agencies, after undergoing some 24 successive
downgrades during the “lost decade” of 2008 to 2018

Provision of well-appointed portable restroom facilities for agricultural
workers out in the field

Undertaking a mnational Food Security agricultural programme,
inclusive of the pioneering of high technology Vertical Farms in order to
engage in and train Barbadians in climate smart agriculture, and a Bajan
black belly sheep collaboration with Guyana

The establishment of Project CARE (Community Agriculture Response For
Empowerment) — a programme which empowers communities to develop
home gardens, community gardens, backyard poultry rearing and aqua
phonics

Construction of the new Barbados Institute of Food and Agriculture at
Hope plantation in the parish of St. Lucy

The Ministry of Agriculture’s Greenhouses at Schools Programme - to
train students and introduce them to farming as a career option

Construction of a new Tissue Culture Lab as a part of a more science-
driven approach to Agriculture in Barbados

Facilitating the University of the West Indies (UWI) in the construction of
an Agricultural Research Park at Dukes in the parish of St. Thomas

Construction of numerous mini-stadia across the island in order to
facilitate sporting activity and community development

Breaking multiple records in Tourism Performance, ranging from -a record
number of cruise ships making Barbados their home port; winning the
title of "Cruise Destination of the Year'; a record number of flights
coming to our country in a 24 hour period; to record numbers of tourist
arrivals

Undertaking a comprehensive programme of installing lights at playing-
fields across the island to facilitate youth engagement and healthy
lifestyles

Pioneering the inclusion of Debt Pause Clauses in the country’s debt
instruments, such that, if the Republic is hit by a natural disaster it can
pause its debt payments for a 2 year period




Establishment of Embassies in Ghana and Kenya and an Honorary
Consulate in Rwanda

Launching a Pan-African health-care collaboration project with Ghana,
by virtue of which hundreds of Ghanaian nurses have been employed in
Barbados’ Public Health system

Development of new reservoirs and new water infrastructure in response
to Barbados’ water scarcity problem

Construction of the National Botanical Gardens of the Republic of
Barbados

The undertaking of Constitutional Reform and Parliamentary Reform
consultations with our people

Creation of the year-long We Gatherin Festival as a arts and culture
mechanism to reach out to the Bajan Diaspora and draw them closer to
the Republic

Creation of such new people-participatory governance mechanisms as the
monthly Parish Speaks Forum and the youth —oriented Ideas Forum

Establishment and leadership of the Bridgetown Initiative - a powerful,
cutting-edge campaign of innovative proposals and global advocacy to
revamp the existing International Economic Order in order to make it more
just and supportive of developing countries

Creation of visionary Debt for Nature Conservation / Climate
Resilience Swaps, by virtue of which a substantial segment of the
country’s debt service has been redirected towards renovating and
improving the nation’s sewage plant and to marine conservation

Achieving a successful Presidency of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD), inclusive of a successful hosting of
UNCTAD’s Global Supply Chain Forum in Barbados

On-going construction of a new state of the art national Geriatric Hospital
for our senior citizens

Constructing the largest and most modern Fire Station in the Caribbean,
and using it to house the headquarters of both the Barbados Fire Service
and the Ambulance Service




Investing Millions of dollars in upgrading the overall fire response capacity
of the Barbados Fire Service, and ensuring that all new Fire Officers are
fully trained Emergency Medical Practitioners (EMPs)

Achieving eighteen (18) successive quarters of growth in the economy of
Barbados, and continuing

Assuming Chairmanship of the World Health Organization (WHO)
Executive Board

Achieving the rare distinction of having Barbadian Government, worker
and employer representatives elected to serve - simultaneously - on the
Governing Body of the International Labour Organization (ILO)

Enacted the Labour Clauses (Concessions) Act and used it to establish
minimum rates of pay and working conditions for workers in the Tourism
accommodation sector

Implemented a National Workplace Wellness Policy and an annual
Workplace Wellness in Action Forum

Establishment of a Non-Contributory pension for Barbadians who suffer
from physical or mental disabilities

Enactment of legislation to protect the rights of Wayside Vendors and
establishment of new and improved market facilities such as the BARVEN
Market on Mighty Grynner Highway and the new and improved Fairchild
Street Market

Enactment of the Employment (Prevention of Discrimination) Act to
prohibit discrimination in Employer / Employee relationships in Barbados

Creating the "Youth Advance Corps" to provide training, guidance and
support to the youth of the Republic

Enactment of a Child Protection Act to strengthen prevention, early
intervention and coordination across agencies for the more effective
protection of our children. The Act has made children safer and has
extended more support to families

Enactment of a Child Justice Act to protect our nation's children - the
Act prioritises rehabilitation and reintegration into society, while still
maintaining accountability. It reduces repeat offending and protects young
peoples’ futures

Developing the annual Season of Emancipation to new heights




Establishment of the National Cultural Foundation’s Intangible Heritage
Preservation and Training Programme, and deploying it in schools and
communities

Securing the position of Vice-President of the 2024 United Nations
General Assembly

Establishment of new Embassies in Panama, Ireland and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE)

Investment in and establishment of the largest fleet of Electric Buses in
the independent Caribbean

Leading CARICOM in the construction of the CARICOM Single Market
and Economy

Initiating a Full Free Movement Regime with Belize, Dominica and St.
Vincent & the Grenadines

Collaborated with the African nation of Rwanda in developing a new Life
Sciences Industry in Barbados — an industry that will see Barbados
manufacturing such goods as medications and vaccines

Establishment of a new cutting-edge Living Lab facility to drive medical
science and biotech innovation

Pioneered the establishment of a Health Development Partnership with
Africa and the Caribbean (HeDPAC), that is geared towards uplifting the
standard of health care in every conceivable sphere

Upgrading of Pelican Craft Village to include a magnificent Restaurant
and Entertainment Centre and a ground-breaking new facility for our
Visual Arts and artists

Beautifying the Republic by undertaking a "Clean and Green" programme
to create green spaces and to beautify areas previously used as dumps

Establishment of the International Centre For Food Sciences at Newton
in Christ Church - a facility that is helping Barbadian food manufacturers
to uplift the quality of their product and access international markets

Encouraging and facilitating the establishment of the African Export
Import Bank's Caribbean Headquarters and its newest Pan-African Trade
Centre in Barbados




Being entrusted with the Chairmanship of the 70+ developing nation
Forum of Climate Vulnerable Countries and using our chairmanship to
advocate for climate justice and climate mitigation measures

Establishment of Community-based Care Villages for children, older
persons, and persons with disabilities, with work having started on the
first Village at Sterling in St Philip. This approach moves the Republic
away from large isolated institutions to ward care that is rooted in
community, familiarity and human connection

Expansion of Welfare and Back-to-School support for the children and
families of the Republic. One improvement is that children in need now
receive at least three school uniforms rather than just one

Establishment of a Resilience and Reintegration Unit to carry out early
interventions with families in order to prevent any member of the family
being evicted from the home setting and descending into homelessness

Establishment of a National Social Crime Prevention Programme that
seeks to address the root causes of violent and criminal behaviour. The
Programme operates directly in communities, particularly in 30 high
priority communities and focuses on early intervention, support and
prevention

Development of a Parental and Life Coaching Programme to provide
support to families and young people at critical stages of life- parents
receive structured coaching in parental skills and young persons benefit
from mentorship and life coaching

Restructured and expanded the former HIV Commission into an HIV and
Wellbeing Commission — integrating mental health, social inclusion and
overall support services into the mandate of the Commission, in an effort
to improve the quality of life of persons living with HIV

Drafted the Rights of Older Persons Bill — the precursor to an Act of
Parliament that will provide legal safeguards against abuse, neglect and
exploitation of older persons, and that will promote active ageing, inclusion
and dignity

Created a Disability Grant Programme through which the National
Insurance System provides a monthly Disability Grant to Barbadians who
suffer from such disabilities as cerebral palsy, multiple sclerosis, autism
and down syndrome

Enactment of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act for the
protection and advancement of Barbadians living with disabilities. For the
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very first time, the rights of persons living with disabilities have been
clearly defined in law and made legally enforceable

Establishment of a “One Family Programme” that is geared towards
assisting and lifting 1,000 Barbadian families out of inter-generational
poverty. The families receive coordinated assistance across food security,
education, skills training, employment pathways and counselling. This
holistic approach addresses root causes rather than symptoms

Striving to create a protective shield around the Republic by investing in
new and upgraded equipment and technology for our Police Service,
Defence Force, Department of Emergency Management and Meteorological
Services Department, inclusive of new "scanners" at Ports of Entry

Rehabilitation and strengthening of the road network in the geologically
unstable Scotland District

Maintaining a strong and principled Foreign Policy based on the doctrine
of Friends of All: Satellites of None

Signed on to China’s Belt And Road Initiative, and is currently pursuing
multiple development projects with the People’s Republic of China

Recognition of the State of Palestine and denunciation — at the United
Nations and elsewhere - of the genocide against the Palestinian people

Carrying out a strenuous defence of the international law concept of our
Caribbean region being a Zone of Peace

Undertaken an especially close and supportive role with Cuba, inclusive
of the establishment of a Joint Barbados — Cuba Cooperation Task Force

Collaborated with Norway to provide “good offices” support to the
Government of Venezuela in its contention with right-wing opposition
forces and their foreign backers

Providing critical leadership to the international effort to combat Global
Warming and to secure Climate Justice

Creation of the Barbados Climate School and its Oceania Innovation
Hub for our Secondary School level students

Leadership - arm in arm with CARICOM - of the global Reparations
Movement




Investing in drones, radars and 3D printing capacity to enable our
Meteorological Services Department to be able to give the Republic
earlier warning of approaching dangerous weather systems

Facilitated the construction of the World Food Programme's magnificent
"Logistics Hub and Centre of Excellence" at Grantley Adams
International Airport as a massive and well provisioned disaster response
facility for the entire Caribbean

Successful hosting of the Finals of the 2024 Cricket World Cup
Successful hosting of CARIFESTA XV

Construction of a new National Performing Arts Centre

Construction of a new “Richard Stoute Amphitheatre”

Construction of a magnificent “CARIFESTA House” as a permanent Arts
and Exhibition facility

Undertaking pioneering work on the development of a CARICOM-African
Union Partnership

Established Paid Paternity Leave for Barbadian fathers who experience
the birth of a child

Construction of the new "Marcus Garvey Amphitheatre"
Purchased and acquired the greatest stock of indigenous Caribbean
television programming — the archive of Trinidad and Tobago’s Banyan

television company

Undertaking the construction of an international Pan-African Slavery
Memorial at Newton in Christ Church - the start of a new Heritage District

Undertaking the digitalization of the country’s extensive Slavery archive
en route to establishing an Afrocentric heritage industry

Digitization of the Republic's library resources and the development of
an online portal for access to particular collections

Digitization of the records of our priceless Archives Department, thereby
preserving them and making them more accessible

Mapping of our nation's Cultural Sector and the establishment of a draft
Cultural Policy to guide the further development of the Sector




Appointment of a significant number of new Judges, and the creation of
new specialized judicial programmes such as the "Drug Treatment Court
Pilot Project"

Establishment of the "Barbados Construction Gateway Initiative" to
train thousands of new artisans and to upgrade the skills of existing
construction workers

Establishment of a similar "Fishing and Farming Gateway Training
Initiative" that is similarly equipping Barbadians with Science-based
skills in Fishing and Agriculture

Creation of literally hundreds of new scholarships and training grants in
the sphere of Technical and Vocational Studies

Establishment of the "Village Builders Training Programme" that is
equipping a variety of community development practitioners with new and
innovative techniques and approaches to reach, engage with, and assist
our current generation of Barbadian youth

Engaged with Chinese collaborators to establish Barbados' first "TVET
Global Training Centre" to provide our people with specialized training in
electronics, opto-electronics, and information networking cabling

Launched the Republic's first Wind Farm project - in partnership with
the International Finance Corporation of the World Bank

Facilitated six (6) Medical Universities to establish Medical Campuses in
Barbados, thereby bring jobs and tax revenues to the Republic

Introduced educational programmes that deliver a Technical degree in
Game Art and Animation at the Barbados Community College and the SJP
Institute of Technology

Establishment of the Barbados Optional Savings Scheme (BOSS) to
encourage and facilitate domestic savings and our own indigenous
investment in our country's development

Creation of the critical and innovative Barbados Economic Stabilization
and Transformation (BEST) Plan during the COVID 19 crisis to preserve
the jobs of our Hotel and Tourism workers and to preserve and upgrade
our hotels

Launch of our nation's first "Junior Stock Exchange' - with over 300
companies signing up to be considered for listing
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Expansion of the Trust Loans programme by taking the Programme into
communities; establishing a '"client storefront" in Haymans Market
stocked with products of Trust Loan clients; and disbursing some $25
Million in loans thus far to small and micro businesses

Beautifying the City of Bridgetown through the ambitious and successful
Constitution River Enhancement project

Reconstruction of the Weston Fishmarket, featuring a modern, state of
the art design

Refurbished the Speightstown Jetty, and equipped it to receive cruise
ships during the cruise season

Complete renovation of the Republic's historic Parliament buildings

Substantial renovation of over 70 roads, inclusive of such major projects
as the Oistins to Bay Street and Bridgetown to Holetown highways

Construction of the beautiful "David Simmons and Henry Forde Legal
and Judicial Complex"

Achieving the inscription of the Barbados Landship on UNESCO's register
of Intangible Cultural Heritage worthy of urgent safeguarding

Expansion of the National Financial Literacy programme to some 90
schools, and the undertaking of numerous community pop up education
events

Launch of the National Shopping Hub - known variously as "Price Check"
and "Ask Dealia" - to help our people to find the best prices at
supermarkets.

Undertaking a substantial repair and renovation of the country's Shallow
Draft

Enactment of a raft of important new social legislation, inclusive of health
and safety Regulations that require the provision of bathroom facilities and
drinking water for all workers, as well as annual medical checks for all
petrol station workers

The establishment by the Ministry of Agriculture of Carmeta’s Packhouse

and Retail Store for the enfranchisement of small farmers through
contract buying and distribution of products
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v" Undertaking a mighty, heroic and - ultimately- successful battle to remove
the Republic from punitive European and American financial "black" and
"grey" lists

v' Acquisition and installation of new state-of-the-art Cancer treatment
equipment at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital (QEH)

v' Commencing upon a $390 Million expansion of the QEH
v" Commencement of the construction of a brand new National Stadium

v' Establishment of the new Social Empowerment Agency (SEA) -
amalgamating the Welfare Department, Child Care Board, National
Disabilities Unit, and National Assistance Board, while at the same time
decentralizing and making their services more accessible to Bajans island-
wide, as evidenced by the launch of a Social Empowerment Centre in Six
Roads, St Philip

And the list goes on..............

But even while we celebrate these admirable achievements, we must also have
the maturity, humility and level-headedness to acknowledge that there are
several areas of our national life that are crying out for rectification, improvement
and higher standards. And, of course there is the very troubling issue of gun
violence and associated homicides.

It is not surprising therefore that in the midst of our third anniversary of the
Republic celebrations our inspirational Prime Minister challenged the entire
nation to embrace and work on achieving the following five self-improvement
goals or "Beacons of Renewal for Barbados": namely, Citizen Accountability;
National Cleanliness; Respect and Empathy for our fellow citizens; Cultivation of
a Solution-oriented Mind-set; and Commitment to an ideal of becoming
outstanding global citizens imbued with deep Bajan roots and a pride-filled
Bajan identity.

It is therefore fair to say that the Republic of Barbados has boldly and confidently

set sail and has demonstrated that it is determined to both make its way in the
world and to make its mark on this world!

DAVID COMISSIONG
Barbados' Ambassador to CARICOM
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